
 
 
 
 
 
February 3, 2003 
 
Honorable Tom McClintock 
State Capitol Building, Room 5052 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
Dear Senator McClintock: 
 
RE:  AB 4X Wesson 
 
On behalf of the City Council of the City of Santa Barbara, I am writing to urge you to 
support the recently passed Assembly Bill AB 4X Wesson to reinstate the Vehicle 
License Fee (VLF) to its full level. 
 
Restoring The VLF fulfills a 1998 promise made to public safety advocates, local 
government leaders and others that the VLF “trigger” would be pulled when the state 
faced a severe budget deficit.  Clearly it is time now for the Legislature to end the 
vulnerability it has created for local services and to keep the promises made just a few 
short years ago by members of both political parties. 
 
Vehicle License Fees contribute significantly to city and county budgets—and play a 
particularly important role in providing public safety, health and other essential local 
services.  VLF payments constitute an average of 17 percent of city general purpose 
revenues and 25 percent of county general purpose revenues.  On average, more than 60 
percent of city general purpose revenues and more than half of county general purpose 
revenues provide funding for police, fire, emergency medical and health care programs 
and services.  Clearly, without critical VLF funding, many localities will have no option 
but to take police officers and firefighters off the street or reduce public health and safety 
programs, services and equipment.   
 
The impact to the City of Santa Barbara would be a loss of revenue of approximately 
$1.9 million in the current year and almost $4 million next year. 
 
When the VLF offset was authorized in the late 1990’s legislators from both parties 
agreed to language specifically providing that the fee would return to higher levels 
whenever “insufficient moneys are available” in the General Fund.  Certainly, that day 
has arrived.  Increasing the VLF is consistent with existing law and with promises made 
by both legislative houses and both political parties.  More important, restoring the VLF 
is the right thing to do to protect essential public health and safety programs and services. 
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We respectfully ask that you support the recently passed Assembly Bill 4X when is 
comes before you for consideration in the Senate. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Marty Blum 
Mayor 
 
Cc: League of California Cities 
 James Armstrong, City Administrator 
 Robert Peirson, Finance Director 
 Don Olson, Special Projects Manager 
 City Clerks Office 
  
 
 


